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PORTRAIT  OF  THE  Rf:V.  BENTON  RIGGIN. 


R.  RIGGIN  was  boni  in  Somerset  ccufity,  in  the 
'otaic  of  Maryland  ;  a  place  out  of  the  reach  of  sects  before 
tlic  z\!ncnv:an  Independence  ;  of  course  the  people  were 
all  near  cue  way,  as  to  religion,  for  sects  were  prohi¬ 
bited  by  a  decree  from  over  the  great  water,  the  spirit  of 
incjuirv  was  not  alive  then  ;  sacred  things  was  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  minister,  and  his  only  in  the  pulpit  or  desk: 
of  course  the  youth  emulated  in  playing,  dancing,  and  se¬ 
ductions  very  far  from  being  right.  The  most  upright 
was  sharp  as  a  thornhedge,  eadi  one  pursued  that 
he  saw  best  at  the  age  of  puberty*,  a  short  life  and  a  mer¬ 
ry  one  was  the  motto,  or  eut,  drink  and  plav,  for  after  death 
ho  pleasure.  In  the  year  1779,  or  thereaDout,  the  oldest 
brother  to  Benton  built  a  house,  and  left  a  spacious  hali 
for  a  dancing  room,  to  accommodate  his  neighbours,  and 
thought  to  give  it  a  noble  wanning,  as  he  called  it,  assooa 
as  finished.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  sent  a  strange  minister,  a  kind  of  a  sec¬ 
tarian  as  we  called  liim,  and  the  ball  room  was  occupied 
first  with  a  rousing  sermon  !  New  things,  new  things  !  we 
hoped  we  should  soon  be  done  with  that  kind  pf  exercise  ; 
but  two  of  the  brothers  were  cut  by  the  arrow  of  the  Ah 
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niigbly,  I’.nd  thought  it  lielltT  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourn¬ 
ing  than  the  house  of  niirtli. 

Here,  for  the  first,  the  ])eople  began  to  he  clividcc!  about 
leligion,  and  to  cast  in  their  minds  whether  it  would  l)e 
best  to  pray  or  froliek  ;  the  majority  was  decidedly  for  the 
latter:  James  and  Benton  were  in  the  mnnoiity  for  once 
in  their  life,  both  chose  Christ  before  Baled,  prefering  the 
exercises  of  religion  to  the  sprightly  dance.  Soon  Benton 
received  slrengtli  from  the  Lord,  to  turn  his  back  upon  all, 
however  near,  that  stood  in  compelilion  with  Christ, 
lie  was  mocked,  laughed  at,  persecuted,  and  derided  with 
mauy  sarcastic  sayings,  but  he  grew  strong  in  the  grace  of 
Christ;  he  lived  in  much  prayer  from  day  to  day;  lie  nas 
borne  as  cn  wings  of  eagles.  For  two  years,  among  his 
old  acquaintances,  some  despised  the  beardless  lioy,  for 
Undertaking  to  admonish  in  the  name  of  his  Lortl,  but  the 
word  by  him  slew  some,  and  wounded  many  ;  and  when 
lie  had  paid  his  county  all  he  thought  he  owed  it,  lie  for¬ 
sook  all,  and  went  into  the  hedges  and  highway,  to  invite 
other  sinners  to  a  sin-pardoning  God.  And  so  it  was,  the 
barren  wilderness  did  smile,  the  places  where  dragoons  lay, 
tiiere  grew  grass  with  reeds  and  rushes. 

'Fo dedicate  one’s  self  to  the  ministry,  in  a  wealthy,  ficu- 
riihing  church,  where  ricli  benefices  are  every  day  becom¬ 
ing  vacant,  reejuireth  very  little  virtue,  and  semetinKs  only 
r.  strong  propensity  to  vice  ;  but  to  choose  to  l)c  a  mini.ski 
in  the  cause  of  such  poor,  jiei scented  religion  as  lie  v.  cut 
forth  to  serve,  argues  a  noble  conlcmpl  of  the  uorUi,  and 
*1  supreme  love  to  God  and  the  souls  of  men.  'J'hesc  are 
the  best  icsiimonials  of  a  minister,  whose  profef.sic'n  is  not 
to  enrich  himself,  but  to  save  /jimsc'l/\  and  those  who  hear 
hiw\  1  'Fim.  iv.  IG. 

lie  had  a  patiin\ony  wliich  no  one  could  deprive  him  of, 
he  inade'iri  use  of  it,  to  his  profit,  though  he  might,  as  our 
country  was  in  an  infant  state,  and  speculations ’were  mak¬ 
ing  many  rich  :  to  cultivate  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  he 
lived,  and  spent  his  life  for  him  to  whom  he  owed  every 
thing:  he  was  blessed  u  ith  a  good  share  of  health,  and 
improved  his  lime  well :  he  was  a  good  speaker,  and  lov¬ 
ed  discipline,  was  much  respected  wherever  he  went :  truth 
was  his  pleasure,  therefore  lie  loved  the  biblc, because  there 
iie  iV)uiui  it ;.  lioline.ss  his  mark,  therefore  he  loved  prayer 
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because  it  was  the  means  to  obtain  it;  life  eternal  his  prize, 
tlicreforc  he  followed  Christ,  because  no  one  else  in  heaven 
or  earth  can  j^ive  life,  but  him,  in  whom  Jehovah  hath  de¬ 
clared  hiiiiself  well  pleased. 

He  died  at  Baltimore,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1800,  and 
in  the  15ih  year  of  his  ministry. 

Dear  companion  of  my  youth, 

And  hast  thou  reach’d  the  port. 

The  ^7ish’d  lor  |)ort,  before  me  ? 

Aiiliction  long,  tiiou  know’st, 

Thrcuthicd  mv  dissolution, 

K’er  thou  didst  quit  this  inhospitable  globe: 

Yet  ill  that  word  I  live 
Conflicting  hours  still  to  pass  ; 

Not  without  hope  I  live, 

That  port  to  gain, 

And  join  with  Benton,  and  all 
The  blood- wash’d  throng. 

In  ceaseless  praises  to  the  Triune  God. 


A  SERMON,  FROM  A  FRENCH  AUTHOR. 


THE  SEVERITY  OF  GOD. 

(Continued  from  page  256*  J 
For  our  God  is  a  consuming  fire — Ilcb.  xii.  29.  ' 

Moreover,  in  explaining  the  meaning  of  the  propo¬ 
sition  in  the  text,  we  have  collected  several  passages, and  ai- 
Icdgcd  several  examples,  which  prove  the  truth  under  our 
consideration.  The  explication  of  this  proposition,  our  God 
is  a  consuming  Jire^  proves  its  truth  in  the  sense  in  which 
wc  have  explained  it.  \Vc  leave  the  enlargement  of  this 
article  to  your  meditatiou,  then,  and  proceed  to  the  next. 
HI.  Wc  are  to  conciliate  what  the  scripture  tiailh  of  the 
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goodness  of  God  with  what  it  saith  of  his  anger  or  ven¬ 
geance  :  the  gospel  of  last  Lord’s  day  with  the  gospel  of 
this  day  :  and,  as  the  two  subjects  never  appear  more  ir- 
reconcilcable  than  when,  having  used  all  our  cndeavotirs 
to  terrify  people  who  defer  their  conversion  till  a  d}*ing.il!. 
ness,  we  actually  take  pains  to  comfort  those  n  ho  have 
deferred  it  till  that  time,  we  will  endeavour  to  harmonize 
the  goodness  and  justice  of  God  in  that  pai  tieiilar  p'oint  of 
view. 

First,  Let  us  endeavour,  in  a  general  view,  to  reconcile 
the  goodness  of  God  with  his  justice,  by  laying  down  a 
few  princi»)lcs. 

1.  To  speak  properly,  there  arc  not  several  perscctions 
in  God  ;  hut  there  is  one  single  excellence,  inclusive  of 
every  other,  that  ariseth  from  all  his  perfections,  but  of  which 
it  is  not  possible  w  e  can  either  form  any  complete  ideas,  or 
easily  express  by  any  name  :  in  general,  it  may  be  called 
order,  or  love  of  order.  Order,  in  regard  to  finite  and  de¬ 
pendent  beings,  is  that  disposition  w  hich  induced  them  to 
act  agreeably  to  their  relations  to  other  intelligent  beings  ; 
to  the  faculties  which  the  Creator  hath  given  them  ;  to  the 
talents  they  have  recived,  and  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  placed.  Order,  in  regard  to  God,  w  ho  is 
an  infinite  and  independent  intelligence,  is  that  disposition 
which  indiicelh  him  alw’ays  to  act  agreeably  to  the  emi¬ 
nence  of  his  perfections. 

2.  Although  God  hath  only  a  general  excellence,  yet  it 
is  necessary  for  us  to  divide  it  into  several  particular  excel¬ 
lencies,  in  order  to  the  obtaininc*  of  some  know  ledge  of  an 
object,  the  immensity  of  w  hich  w  ill  not  allow  us  to  com¬ 
prehend  it  once.  Wc  are  obliged  to  use  this  method  in 
studying  finite  objects,  whenever  their  sphere  extends  be¬ 
yond  the  comprehension  of  a  single  act  of  the  mind  ;  And, 
if  finite  objects  can  be  known  only  by  this  method,  for  a 
much  stronger  reason  w  e  must  be  allowed  to  use  the  same 
method  of  obtaining  the  know  ledge  of  the  great  and  infi¬ 
nite  being. 

3.  The  general  excellence  of  God  being  thus  divided 
into  parts,  each  part  becomes  w  hat  w  e  call  a  perRction,  or 
an  attribute  of  God,  as  vengeance,  or  justice  and  goodness: 
but  each  particular  attribute  will  be  still  mistaken  unless 
wc  subclivide  it  again  into  other,  and  still  more  contracted 
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spheres.  Thus,  when  God  sendeth  rai:i  nhd  rruitful  sea¬ 
sons,  we  call  the  blesEing  Biniply  bounty.  When  he  dc- 
iivereth  us  out  of  our  afllictions,  we  call  it  comf^^csiGn, 
\\'hen  he  pardoncth  our  sins,  we  call  it  mercy.  But  as 
all  these  particular  excclltiicics  proceed  from  ihatcrcneral 
attribute  which  wc  call  goodness^  so  that  attribute  itself 
j)roccc(leth,  as  well  as  hisjustice,  from  an  cxeciltncc  more 
f^encra!  still,  which  wc  have  denominated  order,  cr  love 
of  order. 

4.  Perfections,  that  proceed  from  the  same  perfection, 
or  rather,  which  arc  the  same  perfections  aj)plicd  to  differ¬ 
ent  subjects,  cannot  be  contrary  to  each  other.  Strictly 
speaking,  God  is  no  more  just  than  good,  no  more  good 
than  just.  His  goodness  is  rt  strained  by  hisjustice,  his 
justice  by  his  goodness.  He  delighteth  as  much  in  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  his  justice,  when  order  requires  it,  as  in  the  ex<i 
creise  of  his  goodness,  w  hen  order  requires  him  to  exer¬ 
cise  it :  or,  to  express  the  same  thing  more  plainly,  tliat 
which  is  goodness,  when  it  is  applied  to  one  case,  would 
cease  to  be  goodness  were  it  applied  to  a  different  case,  be¬ 
cause,  in  the  latter,  goodness  would  not  be  restrained  by 
justice  :  or,  to  express  myself  more  plainly  still,  because 
order,  which  alloweth  the  exercise  of  goodness  in  tlic  first 
case,  doth  not  allow  the  exercise  of  it  in  the  last,  so  that 
what  would  be  fit,  or  agreeable  to  order,  in  the  first  case, 
would  be  unfit  or  disorderly  in  the  last. 

To  conclude.  God  is  as  amiable  and  adorable  w  hen  he 
cxerciseth  his  justice,  as  when  he  excrciseth  his  goodness. 
That  which  makes  me  adore  God,  believe  his  word,  hope 
in  his  promises,  and  love  him  above  all  things,  is  the  emi¬ 
nence  of  his  perfections.  Were  not  God  possessed  of  such 
an  eminence  of  perfections,  he  would  not  be'  a  proper  ob¬ 
ject  of  adoration.  I  should  be  in  danger  of  being  deceived 
were  I  to  believe  his  word,  or  to  trust  his  promise,  and  I 
should  be  guilty  of  idolatry,  were  I  to  love  him  with  that 
supreme  affection,  which  is  'due  to  none  but  the  Supreme 
IWing.  '  But,  the  goodness  and  justice  of  God  being  equal 
emanations  of  the  eminence  of  his  perfections,  and  of  his 
loT'e  of  order,  I  ought  equally  to  adore  and  lov'e  him  when 
he  rewardeth,  and  when  he  punisheth,  when  he  excrciseth 
Ins  justice,  and  when  he  exerciseth  his  goodness  ;  be'eause,* 
la  cither  case,  lie  alike  disph'vcth  that  general  excellence, 
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that  love  of  order,  which  is  llie  ground  of  my  love  and  ohc* 
<iicnce.  I  ought  to  adore  and  love  him,  as  much  when  he 
drouns  the  world,  as  when  he  promiseth  to  drown  it  no 
more  ;  wlien  he  unlocks  the  gates  of  hell,  as  when  he  open- 
cth  the  doors  of  heaven  ;  when  he  saith  to  the  impenitent. 
Depart ^yc  cursed^  to  the  de^il  ar,d  his  aT\^cls,  as  when  he 
saith  to  his  elect.  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Lather,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 
Malt.  XXV.  II,  si. 

The  justice  and  the  goodness  of  God,  then,  arc  in  per¬ 
fect  harmony  ;  the  gospel  of  last  Lord’s-day,  and  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  this  (lay,  entirely  agree  ;  the  prophet  and  the  apostle 
preac'Ii  the  same  doctrine,  and  the  two  texts  rightly  under¬ 
stood,  Ced  is  a  consuming  fre — the  Lord  will  abundantly 
pcrd(H  ;  both  these  r/jxts,  1  say,  present  the  same  object 
tc  uh,  ihe  eminence  of  the  divine  perfections,  God’s  love  of 
order.  his  is  what  we  proposetl  to  prove. 

Let  us  now  apply  this  general  harmony  of  the  goodness 
and  severity  of  Go(J,  to  the  removing  of  a  seeming  incon¬ 
sistency  in  tlie  conduct  of  your  preachers,  and  casuists,  w  ho 
first  use  every  eftbrt  to  alarm  and  terrify  your  minds  with 
the  idea  of  a  death-bed  repentance,  and  afterwards  take 
c(jual  pains  to  comfort  you,  when  you  have  deferred  your 
repentance  to  that  time,  and  when  your  case  appears  des¬ 
perate.  > 

Wdiy  do  w  e  not  despair  of  a  man  who  delays  his  conver¬ 
sion  till  the  approach  of  death  ?  Why  did  w  e  tell  you  last 
Lord’s-day,  that  God  pardoneth  not  only  the  sins  of  months 
and  years,  but  of  a  whole  life  ?  Because  that  order,  which 
constitutes  the  eminence  of  the  divine  perfections,  doth 
not  allow  that  a  sincere  conversion,  a  conversion  that  aban¬ 
dons  the  sin,  and  renews  the  sinner,  should  be  rejected 
by  God.  Now  we  cannot  absolutely  deny  the  possibility 
of  a  sincere  death-bed  conversion,  for  the  following  rea¬ 
sons  : 

1.  Because  it  is  not  absolutely  impossible,  that  a  violent 
ht  of  sickness,  or  an  apprehension  of  death,  should  make 
deeper  impression  on  the  mind,  than  either  sermons,  or 
cxhortiitions,  or  books  of  devotion  could  ever  produce, 
This  reflection  is  the  more  solid,  because  the  phra.se,  an 
unconi^crtcd  man,  is  extremely  equivocal.  We  call  him  an 
uncenverted  man,  who  profanely  rusheth  into  all  sorts  of 
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sins,  and  wlio  never  made  one  sncrifice  to  order ;  and  we 
also,  with  great  reason,  call  him  an  unconverted  man,  who 
hath  renounced  all  sins  except  one.  Now  the  idea  of  death 
may  finish,  in  the  souls  of  people  of  the  latter  sort,  a  work 
which  they  had  indeed  neglected,  but  which  however  was 
actually  begun. 

2.  Because  we  are  neither  so  fully  acquainted  with  other 
people’s  hearts,  nor  indeed  with  our  own,  as  to  determine 
whether  sin  have  so  entirely  depraved  all  the  faculties  of  the 
soul,  that  it  is  past  remedy  ;  or,  whether  it  have  arrived  at 
that  precise  degree  of  corruption,  to  which  the  eminence  of 
the  divine  perfections  doth  notallow  a  display  of  that  efficacy, 
which  is  promised  to  those  who  desire  the  grace  of  con¬ 
version. 

3.  Because  we  find,  in  the  Iioly  scriptures,  that  some 
have  obtained  mercy,  alter  they  had  committed  the  very 
crimes,  the  remembrance  of  which  we  have  said,  ought 
not  to  drive  any  to  despair.  We  meet  with,  at  least,  one 
example,  which  affords  a  probability,  (I  do  not  say  a  dc- 
inonstrationj  that  the  eminence  of  the  divine  perfections 
doth  not  always  require,  that  a  man,  who  hath  spent  his 
life  in  robberies,  should  be  excluded  from  the  mercy  of 
God.  We  find  there  a  thief  who  was  condemned  to  be 
crucified,  and  who  said  to  the  companion  of  his  iniquites 
and  miseries,  V'C  receive  the  due  revoardsof  our  decdsy  Luke 
xxiii.  41.  but  who,  notwithstanding  all  the  misery  of  his 
case,  applied  to  Jesus  Clirist,  and  from  his  adorable  mouth 
received  this  comfortable  promise.  Verily  I  say  unto  thecy 
to-day  shalt  thou  be  veith  me  in  paradise y  vcr.  43. 

4.  Because  we  still  see  people,  who,  having  lived  thirty, 
yea  fifty  years  in  sin,  have  been  converted  in  a  time  of  sick¬ 
ness,  and  who,  being  restored  to  health,  give  full  proof  of 
the  reality  of  their  conversion.  Such  examples,  I  own,  arc 
rare,  and  almost  unheard  of,  yet  we  could,  perhaps,  men¬ 
tion  two  or  three,  out  of  twenty  thousand  sick  people,  whom 
we  have  visited,  or  of  whom  we  have  heard,  in  the  course 
of  our  ministry.  Now  the  examples  of  two  or  three,  who 
have  been  converted  on  a  sick-bed,  out  of  twenty  thousand 
who  have  died  without  conversion,  arc  sufficient  to  prevent 
our  saying  to  one  dying  man,  who  should  have  put  off  his 
repentance  to  the  last  hour^  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
be  convened. 
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5.  Because  God  woi  kclh  miracles  in  religion  as  ^vell 

in  nature  ;  and  because  no  man  liath  a  sufTiciciU  knowledge 
of  tltc  nature  of  (jod’s  perfections  to  enable  liim  to  affirm 
that  a  miracle  cannot,  or  ought  not  to  be  wrought  in  behalf 
of  such  a  sinner. 

6.  Because  we  cannot  fnid,  that  3’0«r  pastors  have  any 
authority  from  their  biblts  to  say  to  a  penitent  sinner,  at 
any  time,  there  is  no  more  hope  for  thee ;  thou  hast  exhaust- 
ed  the  mercy  of  (iod  ;  thou  hast  gotten  to  that  peiiud,  in 
which  we  have  no  other  morality  to  preach  than  this,  br 
ibat  .w  unjust^  let  him  be  uiijust  still;  and  l  e  that  h 

li  t  him  be  ftlthy  stilly  Rev.  xxii.  11.  the  cci^trnry,  al! 

the  directions  in  the  holy  scriptures,  that  relate  to  tlie  exer¬ 
cise  of  our  ministry,  engage  us  to  j  rav  for  a  sinner  as  Icng 
as  he  hatha  spark  of  life  ;  to  endeavour  to  ccnviiue  h.ini 
as  long  as  he  is  capable  of  reasoning  ;  and,  till  he  is  just 
feeling  the  force  of  motives  to  conversion,  to  do  every 
thing,  that  is  in  onr  power,  to  convert  him.  But  doth  not 
all  this  conduct  siij;])ort  that  which  we  have  been  endea¬ 
vouring  to  prove  ?  that  is,  that  to  what  degree  soever  a 
sinner  may  have  carried  his  sin,  how  long  soever  he  may 
have  lived  in  it,  there  will  always  be  a  sufficiency  of  pardon, 
where  there  is  a  certainty  of  conversion  ;  agiceably  to  the 
gospel  that  we  preached  to  you  on  the  last  Lorci's-day, 
“  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon 
him  while  he  is  near  :  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and 
the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  :  and  let  him  1  clurn  un¬ 
to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mern'  upon  him  :  and  to 
our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon :  For  my  thoughts 
of  grace  and  mercy  must  not  be  measured  by  the  irlcas  of 
the  finest  reasoning  powers  ;  much  less  by  those  of  a  gloo¬ 
my  desponding  mind,  **  my  thoughts  arc  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  saith  the  Lord  ;  For  as 
the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  my  ways 
higl'icr  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your 
llioughts.'’  This  was  the  gospel  of  last  Lord’s-dav. 

The  gos  pel  of  this  day  is,  ou7'  God  is  a  consuming  fire. 
But  these  two  gospels  entirely  agree,  and  our  endeavours 
to  comfort  you,  aRer  you  have  deferred  your  conversion  to 
u  death-bed,  arc  not  incennistent  with  our  endeavours  to' 
terrify  and  alarm  you,  when  we  perceive  that  you  obstinate¬ 
ly  determine  to  defer  your  rcpeiUance  to  that  lime.  More- 
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©ver,  the  oanie  reasons,  which  prevail  with  us  to  comfort 
you  in  tliat  sad  period,  prevail  with  us  to  give  you  a  salu- 
tarv  alarm  bcfoix  the  I Jtal  moment  comes. 

it  is  true,  God’s  thoughts  are  not  our  thoughts;  and  it 
is  possi!)Ie  that  the  approach  of  death  may  make  deeper  im¬ 
pressions  on  you,  than  cither  sermons  cr  pious  books  have 
made;  But  yet  our  God  is  a  consuming  fire.  What  a  time 
is  a  dying  illness  for  the  receiving  such  impressions !  I  omit 
those  siuldcu  and  unexpected  deaths,  of  which  w’C  have  so 
many  yearly,  or  rather  daily  examples.  I  omit  the  sudden 
deaths  of  those,  w  lio,  w  Jillc  wc  W'crc  conversing  and  transact¬ 
ing  business  with  them,  were  seized  witli  violent  pains,  turned 
pale,  and  died,'  and  were  instantly  strcched  on  a  bier.  I 
pass  those  wlio  went  to  bed  healthy  and  well,  who  quietly 
fell  asleep,  and  whom  wc  have  found  in  the  morning  dead 
and  cold.  All  these  melancholy  examples  wc  omit,  for 
one  would  irhaginc,  considering  your  conduct,  and  hearing 
your  conversation,  that  each  of  you  had  received  a  revela¬ 
tion  to*  assure  him  of  an  exemption  from  sudden  death.  But 
tvhat  a  time  is  a  dying  illness  for  a  renovation  and  conver¬ 
sion  !  Would  not  one  suppose,  that  those,  who  hope  to  be 
converted  tlicn,  have  always  lived  among  immortals,  and 
have  neither  heard  of  death,  nor  seen  a  person  die  ?  Ah  I 
What  obstacles  !  What  a  world  of  obstacles  oppose  such 
c.xtravagant  hopes,  and  justify  the  efforts  of  those  who  en¬ 
deavour  to  destroy  them  ?  Here,  is  business  that  must  be 
settled  ;  a  w  ill,  w  liich  must  be  made  ;  a  number  of  articles 
that  must  be  discussed  :  there,  are  friends,  w  ho  must  be 
embraced ;  relations  that  must  be  dissolved  ;  children,  who 
must  be  torn  aw  av  ;  the  soul  must  be  writhen  and  rent  and 
riven  asunder  with  sighs  and  adieus.  Here,  arise  frightful 
ideas  of  death,  which  have  never  entered  the  mind  but  a- 
midst  numberless  hurries  of  necessary  business,  or  count¬ 
less  objects  of  deceitful  pleasures  ;  ideas  of  a  death,  that 
hath  been  always  tonsidcred  at  a  distance,  though  so  many 
voices  have  announced  its  approach  ;  but  the  approach  of 
which  now  astonishes,  benumbs,  aad  renders  motionless : 
There,  the  illness  increaseth,  pains  multiply,  agonies  con¬ 
vulse,  the  whole  soul,  full  of  intolerable  sensations,  loseth 
the  power  of  seeing  and  hearing,  thinking  and  reflecting. 
Here,  are  medicines  more  intolerable  than  the  malady,  o- 
perations  more  violent  than  the  agonies  which  they  are  de- 
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signed  to  allay  :  There,  conscience,  for  the  first  time,  cn- 
lightcnerl,  au  aiccd,  and  alarmed,  rolls  in  tides  of  remorse  : 
the  terrible  remembrance  of  a  life  spent  in  sin;  an  army 
of  irit;fragal)lc  witnesses,  from  all  parts  arising,  prove  the 
guilt,  and  denounce  a  sentenee  of  death,  cmi  the  departing 
soul.  See  now,  whether  this  first  reflection,  which  antho- 
riseth  our  endeavours  to  comfort  and  invigorate  your  souls, 
when  you  have  deferred  your  conversion  to  your  last  houi, 
be  inconsistent  vith  those  w  hich  we  use  to  terrify  and  a- 
larm  you,  w  hen  you  obstinately  put  off  your  repentance  to 
that  time  ? 

It  is  true,  CmOcI^s  thoughts  are  not  cur  tlwu^hts^: ;  and  w  e 
liave  neither  a  sufticient  know  ledge  of  other  people’s  hearts, 
nor  of  our  own,  to  affirm  w  ith  certainty  when  their  faculties 
arc  entirclv  contaminated  :  But  vet,  our  God  is  a  consuni'mti 
fire.  We  know  men,  to  whom  the  truth  is  become  unin¬ 
telligible,  in  consequence  of  the  disguise  in  w  hich  tliey  have 
taken  the  pains  to  clothe  it ;  and  who  have  accustomed 
themselves  to  palliate  vice,  till  they  arc  become  incapable 
of  perceiving  its  turpitude. 

•  God's  thoughts  are  not  our  thoughts,  it  is  true  ;  and  we 
have  seen  some  examples  of  people,  w  ho  have  proved,  since 
their  recovery,  that  they  were  truly  converted  in  sickness, 
and  on  whose  account  w'c  presume  that  others  may  possi¬ 
bly  be  converted  by  the  same  mean:  But  yet  our  God  is  a 
consuming  fire.  How'  rare  are  these  examjdes  !  Doth  this 
require  proof  ?  Must  w  e  demonstrate  it  ?  You  are  our 
iTTOofs:  you,  yourselves,  are  our  demonstrations.  Who 
of  you  (I  speak  of  those  who  are  of  mature  age)  Who  of 
you  hath  not  been  sick,  and  thought  himself  in  danger  of 
death  ?  Who  hath  not  made  resolutions  in  that  distressing 
hour,  and  promised  God  to  reform  ?  The  law  of  these  ex¬ 
ercises  forbids  certain  details,  and  prohibits  the  naming  of 
my  hearers;  but  I  appeal  to  your  consciences,  and,  if  your 
consciences  be  asleep,  I  appeal  to  the  immortal  God.  How 
many  of  you  have  deposited  your  resolutions  w  ith  us,  and 
have  solemnly  engaged  to  renounce  the  world  w  ith  all  its 
sinful  maxims  ?  How  many  of  yen  have  imposed  upon  us 
by  appearances  of  conversion,  and  have  imposed  upon 
t ourselves  too  ?  How  many  of  you  should  w  e  have  alledg- 
cd  as  new^  examples  of  death-bed  conversions,  if  God  had 
not  granted  you  a  recovery  ?  Are  you  converted  indeed  ? 
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Have  you  rtuounced  the  world  and  its  maxims  ?  Ali !  were 
we  to  ju  Igc,  by  tlie  conduct  of  those  who  have  recovered, 
of  the  state  of  those  who  arc  dead  .......  My 

brethren,  I  dare  not  examine  the  matter,  but  I  leave  it  to 
your  meditation. 

It  is  true,  God^s  thoughts  arc  not  our  thoughts ;  and  God 
worketh  miracles  in  religion  as  well  as  in  nature  :  Hut  yet, 
our  God  is'  a  consuming  fire.  Who  can  assure  himself, 
that,  having  abused  common  grace,  he  shall  obtain  extra¬ 
ordinary  assistance  ? 

It  is  true,  God^'s  thought are  not  our  thoughts;  and  there 
is  nothing  in  the  holy  scriptures,  which  empowers  us  to 
shut  the  gates  of  heaven  against  a  dying  penitent;  we  havp 
noaiUhoritytotell  you,  thatthere  isno  more  hopefor  you, but 
that  YOU  arc  lost  without  remedv  :  But  vet,  our  God  is  a 
consuming  fire.  There  are  hundreds  of  passages  in  our  bi- 
hlcs,  which  authorize  us,  what  am  I  saying  ?  there  arc 
hundreds  of  passages  that  command  us,  under  the  penalty 
of  suffering  all  the  punishments  that  belong  to  the  crime, 
not  to  conceal  any  thing  from  the  criminal :  there  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  passages  which  empower  and  enjoin  us  to  warn 
you,  you  w  ho  arc  fifty  years  of  age,  you  who  arc  sixty,  you 
w'ho  arc  fourscore,  that  still  to  put  oti'  the  work  of  your 
conversion  is  a  madness,  an  excess  of  inflexibility  and  in¬ 
dolence,  w  hich  all  the  flames  of  hell  can  never  expiate. 

To  conclude.  'Bhis  is  an  article,  of  w  hich  we,  your  pas¬ 
tors,  hope  to  give  a  good  account  to  God,  however  unwor¬ 
thy  we  are  of  his  approbation.  How  often  have  we  repre¬ 
sented  the  danger  of  your  procrastinations  ?  Ye  w  alls  of 
this  church,  were  ye  capable  of  giving  evidence,  we  w  ould 
take  you  to  witness !  But  we  appeal  to  you,  ye  sermons, 
that  have  been  preached  in  this  assembly  !  ye  shall  be  re¬ 
collected  in  that  great  day,  in  which  each  of  our  hearers 
shall  give  an  account  of  the  use  he  Iiath  made  of  you.  Ye 
consciences  that  have  heard  our  directions !  ye  shall  bear 
witness.  You  gainsayers  !  you  yourselves  shall  bear  w  it- 
ness,  you  who,  by  reversing  tliose  ideas  w  hich  the  gospel 
giveth  us  of  the  mercy  of  God,  have  so  often  pretended  to 
obscure  those  w  hich  we  have  endeavoured  to  give  of  his 
justice  and  vengeance  ;  IVe  are  pure  firom  ycur  bloody  •ivc 
have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  y oil  the  ivhule  counsel  ofi  God^ 
Acts  XX,  26,  27.  When  we  stand  at  Ids  tribunal,  aiid, 


AXECnOTE. 


4inclfr  a  sense  ©f  the  vrakness  with  which  our  ministry  was 
accompanied,  say  to  i.  im,  Enter  not  into  judgment  ivitb  thy 
seroants^  0  Lord!  Psal.  cxliii.  2.  Each  of  us  will  venture 
to  add,  with  a  view  to  the  importunity  that  Iiad  been  used 
to  prevail  with  you  to  improve  your  precious  nioinents,  I 
ba*cc  preached  righteousness  in  the  great  congregation  ;  lo^  I 
have  not  refrained  my  lips  ;  O  Lord^  thou  knoivest.  lEith- 
hold  not  thou  thy  tender  mercies  from  mCy  O  Lardy  Psal.  xl. 
9,  1 1 .  /  have  spent  my  strength  for  nought  and  in  i\iin ;  yet 

surely  my  judgment  is  'iijth  the  Lordy  and  my  v:ork  with  my 
Gody  Isa.  xlix.  4. 

O!  mav  God  animate  us  with  more  noble  motives!  God 
grant,  not  that  the  eternal  misery  of  our  hearers  may  be 
the  apolog}'  of  our  ministry  :  but  that  }  ou  may  be  our  joy 
end  crown  in  the  day  oj  Christ !  Phil.  iv.  1,  and  i.  10!—: — 
Amen. 


'^ANECDOTE. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1790,  in  Salem,  West- Jersey, 
there  was  a  great  stir  of  religion  :  People  were  much  a- 
larmed  about  their  state  by  nature,  with  much  searching  of 
hearts.  *1  he  people  called  Methodists,  were  much  in  the 
spirit  of  it,  and  thought  to  be  quite  extravagant :  some 
mocked,  some  had  a  curiosity  to  go  and  Jiear  them ;  among 
others,  a  young  woman,  destitute  of  sentiments  favourable 
to  piety  and  religion,  said  she  would  go,  and  pretend  she 
was  affected,  and  fall  down,  and  make  them  believe  she 
was  convinced  of  her  sins,  and  be  prayed  for,  and  after  a 
while  rise  up  and  profess  to  be  converted.  Accordingly 
she  went,  and  acted  the  first  part,  pretty  correct :  it  hap¬ 
pened  that,  she  being  near  the  door,  no  one  came  to  pray 
for  her ;  her  companion  had  to  raise  her  up,  and  she  ap¬ 
peared  ijot  inclined  to  stand.  They  led  her  to  the  door, 
and  set  her  down  in  a  wheel-barrow  that  stood  there,  and 
one  of  the  men  undertook  to  move  her  to  some  house.  At 
this  time,  a  physician  passing  by,  asked  what  was  the  mat- 
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ter;  on  being  told,  he  felt  for  her  pulse,  and  found  she  had 
none,  pronounced  her  dead  ;  and  dead  she  was  !  No  pri. 
vatc  burying  ground  could  be  obtained  for  her,  and  she 
was  buried  under  a  fence,  the  side  of  the  road,  where  her 
grave  is  till  this  day.  If  people  are  sincere  in  the  worship 
of  Goil,  it  is  wicked  to  deride  them  ;  and  if  they  are  not 
sincere,  God  is  their  Judge.  Let  all  men  fear  to  mock  a^ 
things  that  have  the  name  of  being  sacred. 


PART  OF  THE  SERVICE  USED  ON  THE  DAY 
ABRAHAM  OFFERED  ISAAC,  BY  GOD’s 
ANCIENT  PEOPLE. 


X  HE  Hebrews  began  their  New-Ycar  on  the  same  day 
with  what  follow  cth. 

Now  the  gates  of  divine  mercy  arg  about  to  be  opened, 
on  this  day  w'ill  I  spread  forth  my  hands  to  God  ;  O  re 
mcml)er  me,  I  beseech  thee,  on  the  day  of  reproof,  the  me 
rits  of  him  who  bound,  (Abraliam)  he  who  w  as  bound 
(Isaac)  and  the  altar. 

In  the  latter  end  Abraham  was  proved  with  the  tenth 
trial,  when  God  said  unto  him,  Take  thy  son  which  was 
born  unto  thee  of  Sarah,  and  although  thy  soul  be  ever  so 
strongly  united  to  him  in  love,  arise  and  offer  him  up  unto 
me  for  a  pure  burnt-oftering,  upon  the  mount,  on  which 
the  divine  glory  shall  rise  resplendent. 

Abraham  then  said  unto  Sarah,  thy  beloved  Isaac  is  now 
arrived,  to  man’s  estate,  and  jet  untaught  in  the  service  .of 
Heaven ;  I  therefore  will  go' and  teach  him,  what  God  hath 
ordained  him  to.  To  this  she  answered,  Go  my  lord,  but 
not  too  far  distant.  He  replied.  Let  thy  heart  confide'in 
God. 

At  the  morning  dawn,  he  arose  to  proceed  on  his  jour¬ 
ney,  and  took  with  him  his  two  lads,  who  w'erc  not  true  be¬ 
lievers.  On  the  third  day,  they  drew  near  the  place  the) 
sought  for,  when  he  perceived  the  appearance  of  the  divine 
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glon',  honour,  and  majesty  there.  lie  stood  still,  to  con¬ 
sider  of  the  performance  of  the  d'rclnc  appointment , 

When  he  questioned  his  young  men  appointed  to  attend, 
saying,  Have  ye  observed  that  splendid  light  shining  on 
the  summit  of  Mount  Morah  ?  They  answered,  Nought 
but  caverns  do  we  see  :  He  replied,  Stay  here,  ye  people, 
who  arc  equal  to  the  ass  in  dullness,  while  I  and  the  lad  go 
to  prostrate  ourselves. 

They  both  went  forward,  to  perform  the  sacred  work, 
when  Isaac  addressed  his  father  thus.  Behold  the  fire  and 
the  wood  prepared,  but  where,  my  lord,  is  the  Iamb,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  established  institution  :  Hast  thou  this  day 
forgotten  the  law?  His  father  answered.  Trust  in  the  liv¬ 
ing  God,  for  he  will  provide  the  lamb  for  a  burnt-otfering ; 
for  k;\#w,  that  God  will  do  whatsoever  he  picaseth  :  Let 
us  this  day,  my  son,  erect  the  throne  before  Iiim,  and  then 
both  the  saerificc  and  sacrificcr,  shall  be  exalted. 

They  knocked  for  the  gates  of  mercy  to  be  opened : 
behold  \\\^  son  willing  lobe  sacrificed,  and  tlie  father  ready 
to  sacrifice  /?7777,  firnily  waiting  on  God,  and  steadily  trust¬ 
ing  on  his  mercy.  For  they  who  trust  in  the  Lord,  shall 
gather  new  strength.  Thus,  they  earnestly  sought  to 
cleavT  to  the  inheritance  of  God. 

With  spirit  and  resolution  did  he  prepare  the  wood  for 
the  burnt-offering,  and  bound  Isaac,  as  though  binding  a 
lamb  ;  but  at  that  instant,  the  light  of  day  appeared  in  their 
sight,  dismal  as  night,  [read  Luke  xxiii.  v.  44,  45,  &c.] 
floods  of  tears  forcibly  rushing  down  their  checks  :  But 
though  the  eye  wept  bitterly,  the  heart  rejoiced  in  its  con¬ 
stancy. 

Then  Isaac  said,  O  inform  my  mother  that  her  joy  is 
fled,  for  the  son  she  bore  at  ninety  years,  is  devoted  to  the 
knife,  and  the  fire:  where  !  where  shall  I  seek  a  comforter 
for  her  ?  O  my  mother,  in  deep  distress  do  I  partake  of  thy 
weeping,  and  mournful  plaint :  My  speech  faultereth  at 
the  sight  of  the  knife;  O  sharpen  it,  I  pray  thee,  my  father, 
and  strongly  bind  me,  and  when  the  fire  hath  consumed  my 
flesh,  have  fortitude,  and  take  w  ith  thee  the  remains  of  my 
ashes,  and  say  to  Sarah,  Lo,  this  is  the  savory  remnant  of 
Isaac. 

At  that  instant,  all  the  angels  of  the  celestial  chariot 
were  moved  u^ith,  compassion  ;  Opkanim  and  Seraphim  vo- 
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luntarily  interceding  for  mercy,  and  supplicating  God  in 
behalf  of  the  prince  of  the  host  of  the  chosen  people ^  saying, 
O  grant  a  redemption,  and  appoint  a  ransom  for  him,  and 
suffer  not  the  world  to  be  deprived  of  so  great  a  light. 

The  Lord  of  Heaven  then  said  unto  Abraham,  lay  not 
thy  hand  on  him,  who  is  one  of  the  three  illustrious  lights, 
return  in  pence  ye  angels  of  Mahanaim  (it  denotes  two 
camps,  to  signify  the  orders  of  Oj)hanim  and  Seraphim) 
this  is  a  incritricious  day  for  the  clfildren  of  Jerusalem,  and 
thereon  will  I  pardon  the  sin  of  the  posterity  of  Jacob. 

O  have  regard  to  thv  covenant,  thou  who  dwcllest  in  hea- 
veil,  and  remember  thine  oath  to  this  afflicted  and  wound¬ 
ed  congregation,  and  vouchsafe  to  hearken  to  this  sounding 
of  the  Tekeeang  and  T^enicng^  (diftlrent  forms  of  sounding 
the  trumpet)  and  say  to  Zion,  The  time  of  thy  salvation  is 
come,  behold  I  send  you  Klijah  and  Zinnon  (a  name  by 
which  the  Messiah  is  called  by  the  Rabbin.) 

Our  Jesus  said,  woman  behold  thv  son,  and  left  charge 
with  John  to  comfort  his  mother — John  xix.  26.  27. 
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Every  Sermon  should  have  some  point  of  practice  to 
be  enforced  ;  it  is  otherwise  unprofitable.  We  love  to 
hear  fine  expositions,  and  a  curious  display  of  learning,  &c. 
so  we  come  back  a  little  more  learned,  but  not  warned  or 
excited  to  piety.  Tell  me  what  I  am  to  desire,  and  what 
to  avoid  ;  how  I  may  strengthen  my  w  eak  faith ;  kow’  re¬ 
pel  temptations,  and  be  a  match  for  evil ;  how'  I  may  bear 
misfortunes  without  repining  myself,  and  prosperity  with¬ 
out  making  others  repine. 

I.  Fix  upon  some  particular  point  which  you  would  en¬ 
force.  Ask  yourself,  what  am  I  going  to  prove  and 
how  ?  What  head  of  Christian  doctrine  do  you  intend  to 
inculcate,  that  your  audience  may  the  more  firmly  believe’ 
it  ?  To  this  all  is  to  be  directed.  They  that  are  best  skill¬ 
ed,  say  every  good  sermon  should  be  reducible  to  a  syllo¬ 
gism.  For  want  of  this,  many  fine  discourses  are  good  for 
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nothing  :  they  arc  elegant  in  language  and  sentiment,  but 
produce  no  effect;  they  arc  every  thing  but  what  is  need¬ 
ful  and  useful:  therefore  let  it  be  the  scope  of  a  discourse 
to  promote  the  salvation,  and  improve  the  morals  of  your 
hearers,  not  to  raise  their  admiration. 

II.  Let  jour  exordium  be  short,  and  relate  to  the  matter 
that  is  to  come.  The  head  ought  not  to  be  half  as  long  as  . 
the  body.  The  entrance  upon  a  discourse.should  be  such 
as  to  gain  the  attention  of  the  audience;  but  he  disgusts 
them,  who  keeps  them  too  long  in  expectation  ;  and  when 
once  their  attention  drops,  you  will  with  great  difficulty  re*  ^ 
cover  it.  Therefore  let  your  beginning  be  short,  and  to 
the  purpose,  lest  it  be  said  that  you  began  with  fish,  and 
ended  with  fowls.  Your  conclusion  should  also  be  short, 
clear,  nervous,  and  pathetic. 

HI.  Speak  clear,  and  never  throw  your  words  out<' 
too  precipitately.  It  is  incredible  how  this  one  thing 
will  recommend  you.  The  learned  will  lake  you  for  a  per-, 
son  of  judgment,  who  knows  what  is  proper,  and  has  si 
command  of  himself ;  and  the  unlearned  will  have  time  to 
follow  and  understand  you. 

IV.  Avoid  all  affectation  and  stiffness.  Purity  of  inten¬ 
tion,  and  a  desire  for  the  glory  of  God,  will  make  your  de¬ 
livery  easy,  humble,  and  natural.  Whatever  is  unnatural, 
never  pleases.  Your  diction  should  not  be  fine  and  over-^ 
wrought,  hut  nearly  such  as  you  would  use  in  common 
talk  ;  for  this  insinuates  readily  into  the  mind.  He  is  the 
best  preacher,  w'ho  forgetting  himself,  seems  to  know  no¬ 
thing  but  Christ  crucified.  He  avoids  all  vain  and  curious 
questions,  and  all  novelties,  as  improper  for  the  pulpit ; 
having  nothing  in  his  intentions  but  the  reformation  of  the 
people. 

V.  Suit  yourself  to  the  audience,  the  place  and  tlie 
lime.  As  it  is  a  great  fault  not  to  be  understood  at  all,* 
it  is  also  bad  if  you  are  understood  with  difficulty.  There 
are  figures  of  speech  which  give  great  help  to  the  under- ^ 
standing ;  such  as  the  prosopoeia,  the  form  of  a  dialogue,* 
the  strong  delineation,  as  if  a  thing  w’cre  present  to  the 
view  (hypotyposis).  But  above  all,  there  should  be  a  fre¬ 
quent  use  of  similitudes,  for  this  is  the  manner  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  throughout.  A  strong  text,  often  repeated,  has  good, 
effect;  as  our  Saviour,  three  times  in  four  verses,  uses 
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that  striking  expression,  the  worm  that  never  dieth.  Him 
you  arc  to  imitate  ;  not  only  in  the  manner ^  but  in  the 
duty  of*  preaching  :  never  omit  it ;  he  was  always  ready 
for  it. 

VI.  It  is  of  great  service  to  stop  sometimes,  to  recol¬ 
lect  yourself,  and  preserve  your  presence  of  mincK  This  is 
particularly  necessary  toward  the  conclusion,  when  every 
nerve  must  be  strained  to  fix  what  you  have  explained  in 
the  mind  of  your  hearers.  Unison  of  tone,  or  monotony, 
is  ever  to  be  avoided  as  lifeless  and  unafTecting. 

VII;  Let  human  learning  be  the  servant,  but  let  divine 
learning  rule.  Buikl  nothing  but  upon  tlie  Scriptures:  a 
preacher  should  have  them  nearly  by  heart ;  for  which  pur- 
])ose,  he  shoulil  read  at  least  two  chapters  every  day  of  his 
life,  and  notify  therefrom  into  his  classes  or  his  symbola. 
As  one  egg  hath  more  nourishment  than  a  pot  full  of  herbs, 
one  sentence  of  the  biblc  will  have  more  effect  than  a  thou« 
sand* from- Aristotle  or  Cicero,  which  arc  dry  and  bloodless. 
Many  err  in  this  respect,  who  totally,  or  at  least  very* 
shamefully,  neglecting  tire  divine  oracles,  think  they  have 
done  finely,  when  they  have  painted  themselves  with  the 
colourings  of  heathen  orators,  &c. 

VIII.  Write  down  your  plan,  arguments^  texts,  dispo-^ 
sltion,  See.  in  a  rough  draught  first ;  and  have  all  your 
materials  ready  before  you  begin  to  build.  As  the  work 
goes  on,  you  may  pick  and  choose,  leave  out  or  alter,  as 
you  see  best.  No  practice  but  this  can  make  the  compo¬ 
sition  good. 

IX.  Above  all  things  divide  clearly,  and  sort  your  mat¬ 
ter  well :  the  work  is  more  than  half  finished  when  this  is 
done :  your  words  and  sentences  will  come  easy,  and  as  it 
WTre  of  themselves.  To  methodize  and  digest  well,  is 
the  point  both  for  the  speaker  and  the  hearer :  a  sermoa 
well  digested,  may  be  got  by  heart  overnight, 

X.  Never  exceed  an  hour  ;  but  rather  fall  short  of  it,’ 
None  can  attend  more,  even  though  you  were  to  preach 
roses  and  jew  els ;  nor  can  the  meitiory  carry  off  more. 
‘When  the  attention  is  exhausted,  you  speak  without  ef¬ 
fect;  the  full  stomach  loaths  the  honey  and  the  honey¬ 
comb  :  that  which  is  moderate  and  well  disposed,  will  be 
the  sweetest. 

.  XL  Teach  nothing  to.  others,  of  which  ySu  are  not  per^’ 
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suailcci  yourself.  Nolhing  will  reach  the  heart  but  that 
which  comes  from  the  heart.  How  great  is  the  difl'ercncc 
between  him  who  collects  and  repeats,  and  him  who  5;j)eaks 
att'cctionately  of  that  truth  which  he  knows  and  feels! 
'Eo  gather  scraps  from  homilies  and  sermons,  and  then 
consarcinate,  is  poor  work  ;  but  if  nothing  better  can  be 
done,  make  it  your  own,  by  thinking  well  on  what  you  have 
collected  from  others. 

,  XII.  Reprove  vices  sharply,  but  not  persons.  Great 
men,  and  persons  in  authority,  should  not  be  named,  or 
even  pointed  at ;  which  exasperates  without  amending  : 
private  admonition  should  rather  be  used.  Never  spare 
the  vices  which  are  most  in  fashion  ;  but  even  here  all  bit¬ 
terness  is  to  be  avoided — according  to  that  admonition  of 
St.  Paul,  rcpro’-cCy  rebuke,  exhort,  ‘with  alHotig- suffering  end 
doctrine,  2  Tim.  iv.  2.  Let  your  pity  prevail  against  your 
indignation — remember  Christ  weeping  over  the  guilty 
Jerusalem;  and  never  forget,  that  sins,  not  sinners,  arc  to 
be  lashed. 

•  XIII*  Detest  all  pride,  first  in  yourself,  and  then  in 
others.  Let  your  speech,  and  even  your  countenance, 
breathe  humility,  and  lowliness  of  heart.  The  pompous 
orator  is  ^  mimic,  or  a  tragedian ;  more  fit  for  the  stage 
than  the  pulpit ;  and  his  only  object  is  to  gain  applause. 
The  preacher  w  ho  is  truly  humble,  despises  no  man,  nor 
doth  he  hurt  any  one  by  private  reflections.  He  will  not 
only  bear  reproof,  but  court  it :  he  w  ill  get  some  faithful 
friends  to  tell  him  his  faults.  Chrysostom  .suft'ered  him¬ 
self  to  be  admonished  and  corrected  by  an  old  w  oman.  He 
that  is  to  know  himself,  must  have  faithful  friends,  or  bitter 
enemies :  and  the  divine  Spirit  only  can  enable  him  to 
make  a  proper  use  of  them. 

.  XIV.  Imitate  nobody  in  preaching.  It  is  useful  to  hear 
good  prtachcr.'i,  but  to  imitate  their  manner  is  not  so.  E- 
yery.  man  is  most  powerful  in  his  own  natural  character. 
In  other  sciences,  imitation  is  good  :  here  it  is  bad.  Eve¬ 
ry  man  should  consult  his  own  genius,  and  cultivate  it  to 
the  best  of  his  ability.  When  a  man  is  out  of  himself,  then 
he  is  affected;  and  affectation  speaks  every  thing. 

»  XV.  Do  what  you  say.  Without  this  nobody  believes 
you.  Be  the  same  out  oi  the  pulpit  as  in  it  :  otherwise  it 
will  be  cast  in  your  teeth,  “  he  says  and  docs  notd\  Be  ye 
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then  doers  of  the  wonl,  and  not  preachers  of  it  only.  'I’lie 
gospel  is  never  so  cft'cclually  recommended,  as  when  we 
see  it  realized  in  the  life  and  manners  of  the  preaclier. 

Conclusion, 

The  improvement  of  our  time  is  the  first  consideration 
in  human  life  ;  for  on  time  depends  eternity.  Nothing  but 
time  can  make  a  scholar  or  a  divine  ;  and  he  that  makes 
the  most  of  it,  by  some  such  method  as  is  here  recommend¬ 
ed,  is  the  wisest  man.  Many  never  discover  its  value  till 
they  have  lost  it,  and  would  give  the  wdiolc  world,  if  they 
had  it,  to  recover  it  again.  The  only  laudable  avarice  is 
that  of  our  time ;  of  which  tliere  have  been  many  great 
examples.  Cato  Uticensis  made  it  his  practice  to  carry  a 
book  with  him  into  the  senate-hiousc,  that  instead  of  hear* 
ing  idle  talk,  he  might  read  till  business  began.  Plato  had 
Sophron,  the  poet  of  Syracuse  laid  at  his  pillow  wlicn  he 
was  dying.  Abbas  Dorotheus  had  a  book  open  while,  he 
was  eating,  and  by  his  bed  side  against  lie  waked.  Ber^ 
nard  said,  “  let  us  talk  this  hour  out :  on  this  hour  eterni-' 
ty  may  depend.”  Bew'are  of  thieves,  but  esj^ccially  of 
those  who  rob  you  of  your  time,  for  which  they  can  never 
make  you  any  amends.  Bead,  note,  be  vigilant,  be  active, 
stock  your  memory  ;  let  no  hour  or  minute  be  w  itlioutits 
use;  or,  in  doing  what  is.  nothing  to  the  purpose  :  'I’each 
us,  good  Lord,  so  to  value  our  time,  and  number  our  da\s^ 
as  to  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 


OF  THE  TRANSLATION  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

TThE  first  good  news  of  this  kind,  which  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  inhabitants  of  England,  was  in  the  year *700, 
or  as  some  write,  709,  when  Adclme,  Bishop  of  Sher^ 
borne,  translated  the  Psalms  of  David,  into  the  Saxon  Ian: 
guage,  which  is  thought  to  have  suffered  shipw  reck  by  the 
the  tempest  of  the  Danish  wars,  w  herein  the  churches 
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(which  were  the  learned  treasuries  or  public  libraries  of 
those  times)  were  burned. 

About  twenty,  or  at  the  most  thirty  years  after,  Beda 
translated  the  whole  bilde  into  the  same  tongue,  as  Mr. 
Foxobserveth  in  hi:;  cpir>tlc  dedicatory  to  Queen  Klizabeth, 
set  before  his  translation  of  the  gospels  out  of  tlic  Saxon 
tongue,  printed  anno  1571.  Yet  elcwhere  he  inaketh  men¬ 
tion  only  of  the  translation  of  St.  John’s  gospel,  as  the  last 
labour  of  his  life. 

After  Beda  about  two  hundred  years,  king  Alfred  un- 
dertook  tlie  translation  of  the  psalter,  happily  either  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  loss  of  that  of  Adelmc,  or  to  better  that  of  Beda’s  ; 
for  Reda’s  translation  was  simple,  without  any  curiosity  of 
stile  ;  and  cf  Alfred,  it  is  said  of  him,  that  none  of  the  En¬ 
glish  were  more  acute  in  conceit,  or  more  elegant  in  ex¬ 
pression  than  he  was  :  w  hich  was  the  more  to  be  marvelled 
at,  because  he  was  twelve  years  old,  before  he  knew*  a  letter 
in  the  book  ;  but  he  ended  his  life  well  near  the  beginning 
of  his  work,  having  scarce  finished  the  first  part  ol  it. 

The 'translation  of  the  biblc,  of  most  note  after  these, 
(and  whether  they  came  between  we  do  not  find)  is  that  of 
John  Wicklifie,  which  was  best  liked  and  most  used,  by 
the  better  sort  of  Christians,  in  the  reign  of  King  Richard 
the  Second,  but  so  much  maligneil  l)y  the  popish  party,  that 
it  was  condemned  in  a  provincial  synod  at  Oxford,  held 
under  archbishop  Arundel,  anno  1406;  and  after  he  was 
dead  and  buried,  by  a  decree  ol  the  council  of  Constance, 
about  the  year  1412,  his  bones  were  to  be  iinburied,  and 
his  books  to  be  burned  :  and  so  they  w’cre,  not  only  where 
the  decree  was  made,  but  in  Bohemia,  w  here  Subincus 
(archbishop  of  Prague)  making  diligent  inquisition  after 
them,  found  to  the  number  of  tw  o  Juindred  volumes  of  his 
composing  (most  excellently  written,  and  richly  adorned 
with  bosses  of  gold,  and  rich  coverings)  and  burnt  them 
all.  And  in  Enghind  there  w  as  a  strict  proclamation  for 
abolishing  ^of  them,  by  King  Henry  tlic  Eighth,  anno 
1546.  *  '  ’  ' 

And  though  the  papists  had  an  especial  spite  at  liis 
translation  of  the  biblv,  both  because  it  v\as  a  translation 
into  the  vulgar  tongue,  and  such  a  translation  as  they  ac¬ 
counted  most  hcrytical,  yet,  l>y  God’s  providence,  some 
manuscript  copies  of  it,  as  well  as  of  others  of  his  books^* 
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were  preserved,  which  are  extant  to  this  day  in  divers  libra- 
ries,  and  is  attested  by  a  very  learned  author,  much  versed  in 
the  most  authentic  records  and  copies  of  ancient  ivritcrs. 

Next  unto  WickHflfc’s  translation,  was  that  of  Jolin  Tre- 
visa,  who  undertook  and  finished  the  translation  of  the' 
whole  bible  in  Knglish,  at  the  intreaty  of  his  patron,  the 
Lord  Barkley,  anno  1397,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  Se¬ 
cond,  as  Balaus  wrote  ;  though  some  say  it  was  in  the  year 
1400,  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth. 

In  the  year  1527,  Tyndall  first  translated  the  new  testa¬ 
ment  ;  after  that,  he  took  in  hand  the  translation  of  the  old, 
finishing  the  five  books  of  Moses  with  sundrv  most  learned 
ami  godly  prologues  ;  the  like  also  he  dkl  upon  the  new* 
testament.  When  he  translated  the  fifth  book  of  Moses, 
called  Deuteronomy,  minding  to  print  the  translation  at 
Hamburg,  he  sailed  thitherward;  but  by  the  way,  (upon 
the  coast  of  Holland)  he  suffered  shipwreck,  whereby  he 
lost  all  his  books  and  copies,  and  so  was  compelled  to  be¬ 
gin  all  again  anew  :  when,  in  another  ship,  he  was  by  the 
divine  providence  safely  conveyed  whither  he  first  intend¬ 
ed;  and  where  Mr.  Coverdale,  being  there  before  him, 
tarried  for  him,  who  helped  him  in  the  translation  of  the 
five  books  of  Moses,  from  Easter  till  December;  and  it  is 
likely  he  made  use  of  his  help,  if  not  to  compose,  at  least  j 
to  revise  his  translation  of  the  new  testament ;  which. soci¬ 
ety  in  the  same  service,  may  be  the  reason,  that  the  trans¬ 
lation  is  son^ctimes  called  Tyndal’s,  sometimes  Cover- 
dale’s. 

But  what  name  soever  it  had,  it  had  an  ill  name  among 
the  popish  prelates,  chiefly  for  Tyndal’s  sake,  those  spiri¬ 
tual  fathers  cryed  out  upon  it,  declaring  that  there  were 
a  thousand  heresies  in  it ;  and  some  said  it  was  not 
possible  to  translate  the  scriptures  into  English  ;  some, 
that  it  was  not  lawful  for  lay  people  to  have  it  in  their  mo¬ 
ther  tongue  ;  some,  that  it  would  make  them  all  heretics. 

•  For  prevention  whereof,  a  proclamation  was  published 
by  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  bearingdate  July  8,  1546,  pro¬ 
hibiting  after  the  first  of  August,  all  persons  to  receive, 
take,  or  keep  in  his  or  their  possession,  the  texts  of  the 
new  testament,  of  Tyndal’s  or  Coverdale’s  translation  in 
English,  or  any  books  in  the  English  tongue,  under  the 
names  of  Frltli,  Tyndall,  Wickliffc,  loy,  Roy,  Barill^  Bale, 
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Barnes,  Covcrdnle,  'riirncr,  or  Tracy.  But  above  nil,  the 
name  of  Tviidal  and  bis  translation  were  most  traduced, 
which  were  exposed  to  more  hate  and  contem|)t  by  means 
of  Sir  I'liomas  More,  who  used  his  wit  (which  was  as  sharp 
as  his  spleen)  to  cavil  at  his  writings,  and  his  power,  which 
was  as  great  as  both,  (being  Lord  Chancellor  of  England) 
to  suppress  them,  especially  his  translation  of  the  scrip¬ 
ture;  which  that  it  might  the  more  undoubtedly  be  .done, 
(besides  the  proclamation  forementioned)  there  was  an  act 
of  parliament  passed,  to  abolish  Tyndal’s  translation  by 
name,  with  divers  other  English  books,  yet  with  allowance 
of  other  translations,  for  private  use,  and  with  limitation  and 
exception  of  several  sorts  of  persons,  to  w  horn  they  were 
forbidden. 

Notwithstanding  Tyndal’s  translation  was  not  smother- 
cd,  but  came  to  light,  and  w’as  more  acceptable  for  the 
correction  of  it  by  Thomas  Matthewes,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  as  his  translation,  with  annotations,  and  printed  by 
special  privilege  of  King  Edward  the  sixth,  anno  1551,  and 
so  was  that  of  Coverdale’s  allowed  by  public  authority, 
which  bore  his  name,  because  he  made  some  corrections- 
of  TyndaPs. 

And  from  the  beginning  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  anno 
1549,  towards  the  twentieth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  anno 
1577,  the  bibles  of  the  English  translation  used  in  churches, 
were  either  Tyndal’s  or  Coverdalc’s;  but  that  Tyndal’s 
was  the  chief  and  most  warranted,  may  thence  be  collect¬ 
ed,  for  that  the  reading  of  Psalms  are  in  the  service  books 
to  this  day,  according  to  his  translations,  (as  some  have  ob¬ 
served)  the  Epistles  and  gospels  are  also  conformable  to  the 
same  translation.  In  the  year  1560,  were  the  Geneva  in¬ 
terpretations,  and  annotations  set  forth.’  And  ann.  1577, 
there  was  an  English  edition  of  the  bible  published  by  di¬ 
vers  bishops,  in  a  large  volume,  yet  that  from  Geneva  was 
generally  more  used,  and  more  esteemed  than  any  of  those 
that  went  before  it,  until  the  year  1612,  when  the  last 
translation,  procured  by  King  James,  was  first  imprinted^ 
which  for  the  text  thereof,  may  give  better  satisfaction^to 
such  as  have  ability  to  compare  the  original  of  both  testa* 
ments  and  their  translations,  together. 
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A  PROFLIGATE  HUSBAND  REFORMED  BY  A 

PRUDENT  WIFE. 

R  ECKNTLY,  in  the  city  of  New- York, it  happened  that 
a  husband  took  to  being  out  at  night;  where  he  went,  his 
wife  knew  not,  till  she  w'as  informed  by  a  friend  that  he 
frequented  an  Iioiisc  of  ill-fame.  She  w  as  particular  to  in¬ 
quire  for  the  street  and  number,  and  when  informed,  she 
took  occasion  to  go  to  the  house  :  she  found  it  a  miserable, 
place,  every  thing  dirty  and  filthy.  After  making  some 
excuse  to  her  rival  for  calling,  such  as  wanting  a  girl  to 
work,  or  the  like,  she  went  Iioine,  unknown  to  the  miss. 
She  considered  the  bed  very  unfit  for  her  husband  to  rest 
in,  and  tlierefore  sent  a  boy  with  clean  sheets,  pillow  cases, 
&.C.  He  took  them  to  the  place,  and  gave  them  to  the  w’o- 
man.  She  thought  they  came  from  ]\Ir. - ,  and  de¬ 

corated  her  bed  w  ith  them  as  quick  as  possible.  At  night, 
when  the  unhappy  man  came,  he. could  but  fix  his  eyes  on 
the  place  of  his  lodging,  it  being  so  altered,  and  began  to. 
congratulate  his  harlot  on  the  preparation  she  had  made* 
She  said  it  was  his  present  she  had  prepared  for  him !  My 
present  ?  said  he :  Yes  sir,  said  she,  they  arc  the  things 
you  sent  by  the  boy  to-day.  He  declared  he  had  not  sent 
them;  and  on  examination  found  the  name  of  his  wife  on 
each  of  them.  He  then  asked  who  had  been  there  that 
day  :  she  described  a  lady,  and  from  the  description  he 
found  that  his  wife  had  visited  that  sad  place  of  his  infatu<« 
ation,  and  had  found  out  his  wickedness.  He  went  direct¬ 
ly  home,  and  shewed  many  signs  of  sorrow,  which  his  wife 
inquired  the  cause  of,  till  at  length  he  asked  her  if  she  had 
sent  some  sheets  to  such  a  place  ?  She  said  she  had.  He 
asked  her  the  reason  :  she  told  him  she  had  seen  the  place 
where  he  lodged,  and  that  the  bedding  was  not  fit  for  him ; 
and  as  they  had  plenty,  if  he  must  sleep  there,  she  thought 
it  best  that  his  bed  should  be  as  well  prepared  and  as  com¬ 
fortable  as  her’s  was,  if  possible  ;  for  her  w  ishes  and  care 
should  be  his  happiness. 

He  acknowledged  his  folly,  which  was  but  of  late  he  had 
taken  to,  and  that  if  she  would  forgive  him,  he  would  for-  ., 
ever  cease  ;  her  good  heart  soon  did  that,  and  he  became  . 
reformed;  yea,  saved  from  ruin. 

What  great  things  a  little  prudence  w^ill  effect. 


SM  EXPERIEMCE  AND  DEATH  OF  E.  TOMI’KIN:,. 

THE  EXPERIENCE  AND  DEATH  OF  EFFAMY 

TOMPKINS. 


EfFAMY  Tompkins  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
Effamy  Tompkins,  persons  who  have  long  been  engaged 
in  the  Christian  warfare,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
path  which  leadeth  to  life  and  salvation  :  so  that  this  child 
had  parents  capable  of  instructing  her  in  the  way  to  Hea¬ 
ven.  But  like  most  of  the  dear  youth,  she  found  too  many 
things  to  lead  her  mind  off  from  the  practice  of  U  ue  piety, 
and  as  she  was  called  away  in  early  life,  she  was  not  made 
a  partaker  of  saving  grace  till  she  drew  near  the  close  of 
herdavs.  Little  more  than  a  twelve  month  before  she  left 
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the  shores  of  time,  to  enter  a  blissful  eternity,  her  counte¬ 
nance  changed,  and  she  began  to  complain.  Her  parents 
soon  became  alarmed,  thinking  they  discovered  some  con¬ 
sumptive  symptoms.  Different  remedies  were  applied  for 
her  relief,  but  to  no  effect.  A  physician  was  sent  for,  but 
he  proved  unto  her  a  vain  helper  ;  a  physician  of  no  •cahie* 
Her  disorder  increased;  the  roses  upon  her  checks  faded 
away,  and  a  death-like  paleness  overspread  every  feature : 
her  pious  parents  saw  she  was  fast  hastening  towards  the 
borders  of  the  grave,  considering  no  time  was  to  be  lost, 
improved  the  present  opportunity  in  discoursing  w  ith  her, 
upon  the  important  concerns  of  her  soul.  Her  mother 
asked  her  if  she  was  willing  to  die  ;  her  answer  v/as,  if  she 
ivas  prepared  she  should  feel  no  reluctance,  but  that  she 
could  not  endure  the  thought  of  leaving  the  world  to  enter 
into  torment.  They  gave  her  the  most  salutary  advice,  re¬ 
commending  her  to  Jesus  ;  knowing,  by  happy  experience, 
that  he  ^^as  an  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  a  covert  from 
the  tempest,  and  as  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary 
land  :  she  listened  with  attention  to  their  admonitions,  and 
said,  she  wanted  someone  to  read  and  pray  with  her.  Her 
indulgent  father  undertook  the  task,  and  was  diligently  at¬ 
tentive  to  her.  Their  Christian  neighbours  sometimes 
called  in  to  see  her,  and  would  join  with  the  family  in  sup¬ 
plicating  Heaven  in  her  behalf.  Their  united  labours 
were  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Her  sorrow  was  soon  turn¬ 
ed  into  joy,  her  mourning  into  songs  of  deliverance  :  she 
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obtained  remission  of  sins  ;  her  precious  soul  was  washed 
in  the  alUatonins^  blood  of  Jesus,  and  she  was  made  meet 
for  an  inheritance  amongst  the  saints  in  light.  She  was  a 
pattern  of  almost  uncx.  mplcd  patience  and  meekness  in 
suffering.  None  of  that  frctfiilness  or  peevishness  of  tem¬ 
per,  so  generally  an  attendant  upon  this  disorder,  was  dis- 
cernablc  in  her.  She  seemed  very  thankful  to  her  friends, 
for  their  kind  attention.  Jf  a  little  drink  was  brought  her, 
she  would  acknowledge  the  favour,  and  whisper  out  her 
obligations  to  the  bearer  of  it,  when  she  was  so  weak  it’ 
was  with  great  difficulty  she  could  speak. 

She  once  told  a  pious  friend,  that  it  was  her  earnest 
prayer,  she  might  be  armed  with  patience,  and  bear  her 
affliction  with  Christian  fortitude  ;  and  it  was  evident  from 
her  conduct,  her  prayer  was  answered. 

A  few  days  before  her  decease,  her  mother  repeated  her 
former  question,  by  enquiring  of  her  if  she  was  willing  to 
die ;  she  replied,  yes  mama,  I  am  willing  to  die,  or 
willing  to  live  :  if  I  die,  I  shall  die  happy  ;  if  I  live,  I  mean 
to  live  happy;  for  this  day-  I  have  trampled  sin  and  satan 
beneath  my  feet.’^  She  retained  an  unshaken  confidence 
in  Christ,  to  the  last  moment  of  her  life.  The  grim  mes¬ 
senger  was  disarmed  of  his  terrors,  death  had  lost  its  sting. 
The  night  on  whicli  her  happy  spirit  took  its  flight  to  glo¬ 
ry,  her  mother  asked  her  what  she  must  U!l  her  brother 
and  sisters,  if  they  should  not  come  in  time  to  see  her : 
Bid  them,  said  she,  a  happy  farewell.  She  took  an  affee-.- 
tionate  leave  of  her  friends,  exhorted  her  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  to  break  oft*  their  sins,  by  repentance,  and  seek  the 
Lord,  and  shortly  after  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  Thus,  like  a 
tender  plant,  blasted  by  imtimely  frost,  she  was  cut  down 
in  the  bloom  of  youth,  aged  fifteen  years,  three  weeks,  and 
five  days. 

•  •  When  nature  fails,  and  day  and  night,  .  ' 

Divicle  thy  works  no  more,  . 

My  ever  ^^rateful  heart,  O  Lord, 

Thy  wonders  shall  adore* 


GRATITUDE. 


o  F  all  the  sins  that  ever  created  beings  were  or  art 
tempted  to,  ingratitude  is  the  most  common,  and  the  most 
ruinous  :  it  is  as  bad  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  worse  : 
then  marvel  not  it  is  so  prevalent,  as  it  tends  to  fill  up  the 
measure  of  inicjuity  so  fast :  it  made  angels  devils,  and 
makes  men  worse  than  brutes.  A  dog  will  be  attentive  to 
his  owner  for  a  crust  or  a  bone,  throwed  to  him  once  a 
day,  and  will  die  at  his  master’s  side  ;  but  ungrateful  man 
will  desert  his  aged  father,  and  tare  the  breast  of  his  tender 
mother;  robs  his  benefactor,  who  helped  him  T\hcn  no  one 
else  woultl:  yea,  refuse  his  gracious  Creator’s  precepts, 
and  abuse  that  benevolent  lumd  which  is  all  the  day  long 
lifted  up  in  his  behalf.  If  a  man  has  gratitude  in  all  things, 
he  is  a  Christian. 

As  the  branches  of  a  tree  returns  her  sap  to  the  root, 
from  whence  it  arose  ;  as  a  river  pourcth  its  streams  to  the 
sea,  whence  its  springs  were  supplied,  so  the  heart  of  a 
grateful  man  delightcth  in  returning  a  benefit  received. 
He  acknowlcdgcth  his  ohiligation  with  cheerfulness;  I’.c 
lookclli  on  his  benefactor  with  love  and  esteem;  an  )  if  to 
return  it  be  not  in  his  power,  he  nourishetli  the  mcnjcr\  of 
it  in  liis  breast  with  kindness,  he  forgetteth  it  not  all  the 
days  of  his  life.  The  grateful  man  is  like  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  which  droppeth  upon  the  earth  fruits,  herbage,  and 
(lowers;  it  lurneth  the  barren  wilderness  to  a  fruituil  field, 
and  makelh  the  stertile  hill  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord  :  it 
ihrowclh  the  mantle  of  candour  on  human  imperfection  ; 
it  ever  cherisheth  respect  for  those  who  have  done  the  least 
act  of  kindness  to  liim,  and  sheds  tears  of  thankfulness  at 
the  remembrance  of  it. 

This,  and  the  like,  is  the  exercise  of  a  grateful  mind,  as 
it  respects  man.  But  how  is  it  toward  our  God^  Father, 
Redeemer,  and  advccaic  vi  Heaven,  who,  after’^o  much  done 
for  us,  is  now  preparing  a  place  for  us  in  heaven  ?  an  in¬ 
heritance  uncorruptible,  imdcfiled,  reserved  for  us,  and  at 
the  same  lime  keeping  us  by  the  power  of  faith,  unto 
•salvation.  Ihe  grateful  heart  is  surrounded,  and  made 
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liic  prisoner  of  amaze  and  love,  and  constrained  to  say  in 
the  noble  strain  of  the  poet — 

Through  all  eternity,  to  thee 
A  grateful  song  I’ll  raise. 

But  O,  eternity’s  too  short. 

To  utter  all  Christ’s  praise. 

But  ingratitude  is  filled  with  envy — 

Which  never  smiles,  but  when  the  wretched  weep, 
Nor  lull’s  her  malice  with  one  moment’s  sleep, 
Restless  in  spite,  and  wakeful  to  destroy, 

She  pines  and  sickens  at  another’s  joy. 


TO  THE  PATRONS  OF  THE  EXPERIENCED 
, CHRIS'!  IAN’S  MAGAZINE. 

Dear  Brethren 

I  HAVE  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  hydra  of  a  party 
spirit  stunned  in  you,  who  have  been  pleased  to  support  a 
work  without  controversy  :  By  this  we  can  sec  how  thin  a 
partition  there  is  between  men  of  experienced  religion, 
yea,  sec  that  it  is  but  a  mere  imaginary  line,  as  weak  as 
the  thread  of  spider’s  webb,  augmented  only  by  ambitious 
men  to  a  cable,  with  which  thev  bind  and  fetter  down  their 
unexperienced  followers  and  themselves,  but  can  no  longer 
bind  them  whom  Christ  has  made  free  by  his  spirit :  No, 
where  the  spirit  of  God  is,  there  is  libert3\  In  these  two 
poor  little  volumes,  wc  will  let  the  world  see,  that  we  arc 
Christ’s  disciples ;  that  in  the  spirit  of  religion  (and  what 
is  the  body  without  the  spirit)  we  are  one  ;  begotten  again 
to  a  lively  hope,  through  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from 
the  dead ;  and  born  again  to  an  inheritance  uncorrupted, 
^iid  undefiled,  which  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  hcavcQ 
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for  us — Us^  who  arc  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  tlirough 
faith,  unto  salvation. 

We  have  much  ciuise  to  bless  God,  for  the  good  under¬ 
standing  which  subsists  between  the  ditt'erent  denomina¬ 
tions  ill  America,  our  highly  favoured  land  ;  how  some  cf 
all  arc  charmed  to  hear  the  honour  Christ  has  conferred  on 
his  followers  in  life,  and  in  death,  “  the  chamber  where  the 
good  man  meets  his  fate.’*  By  this  means  we  have  been 
enabled,  at  times,  to  look  into  the  state  of  the  dead  with 
pleasure  and  say.  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righte¬ 
ous,  and  let  my  In  ginnii^g  and  end  be  like  his  ;  to  sing  the 
angels’  song.  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord,  &c. 
These  things  arm  the  experienced  Christian  ;  teach  them 
how  to  meet  the  kii^g  of  terrors  with  calmness,  and  cou- 
rage  ;  how  tc^lcave  our  fatherless  children  to  the  preserva* 
tion  of  God,  and  our  widows  to  his  trust. 

\\’e  are  taught  that  Christ  hath  done,  and  still  continu* 
cth  to  work  miracles  in  our  day  and  time,  which  our  fathers 
knew  nothing  of ;  and  that  the  knowledge  of  Christ  is  in¬ 
creasing,  and  that  kings  will  yet  come  to  this  light,  and 
princes  to  the  brightness  of  this  rising,  and  that  ue  shall 
by  this  means  have  more  use  for  a  plow  than  a  sword,  and 
reap-hook  than  a  bayonet ;  and  that  the  church  last  form-, 
ed  in  this  once  heathenish  land,  may  be  first  in  the  circles 
of  holiness,  ^aifd  Christian  experience  in  all  the  world. — 
Well,  my  friends,  what  greater  honour  would  you  have 
from  VGur  Lord,  than  to  be  called  the  restorers  of  the 
breach  ?  the  people  liy  uliom  Israel,  who  is  small,  should 
be  raised,  nursing  Huhers  and  nursing  mothers  ;  for  some 
of  tile  narrations  which  you  have  read,  uith  tears,  were  ta¬ 
ken  by  woiticn  from  the  lips  of  dying  Christians.  Out  of 
.the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings  thou  hast  perfect  praises. 
Jn  reading  the  names,  you  will  find  one  a  follower  of  St. 
Peter,  of  Paul,  of  Apollos,  of  Luther,  of  Calvin,  of  Fox, 
of  Wesley,  &c.  but  all  1  trust  of  Christ ;  for  with  experi- 
diced  Christians,  thct:c  arc  only  names  of  men,  with  whom 
Cod  hatli  honour,  but  not  with  that  honour  so  as  to  say, 
This  is  my  bclo^'cd  scu^  hear  yc  [only]  him:  This  honour 
bclongclh  to  the  captain  our  salvation,  who  trod  llic  wine 
press  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  ^i.\:as  none  to  Mp  him. 

At  my  first  attempting  this  work,  a  reverend  friend  of 
mine,  then  in  Philadelphia,  said,  he  highly  approved  of 
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such  a  work,  but  doubted  that  I  should  not  meet  with  en- 
coura;^cmcnt,  if  I  pursued  a  plan  so  liberal,  for  men  of  such 
sentiments  were  too  rare  to  be  found  :  his  doubts  sprang^ 
from  good  will,  and  I  know  he  will  be  happy  to  sec  that  so 
many  have  contributed  to  its  support.  If  each  denomina¬ 
tion  would  consult  the  prayer  of  our  Lord,  “  that  they  may 
be  one  as  we  are  one  grace  would  be  upon  the 

people  of  America,  and  the  prosperity  of  Zion  w  ould  be 
great.  O  Lord,  pardon  the  iniquity  which  party  zeal  dis- 
poseth  us  all  to. 

I  humbly  return  you  thanks  for  the  confidence  you  pla¬ 
ced  in  me,  and  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  all  the 
{matrons  names,  please  to  excuse  this,  and  know  that  my 
prayer  to  God  shall  be,  for  the  prosj>erity  of  you  and  yours; 
that  your  child  may  know  that  we  have  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
and  the  self  same  baptism. 

Adieu  my  friends,  again  I  say, 

And  always  faithful  prove, 

•Till  we  shall  meet  in  endless  day, 

And  dwell  in  boundless  love. 

•Tis  there  with  Christ,  in  paradise, 

We  shall  for  ever  dwell : 

•Till  then  let’s  pray,  both  night  and  day. 

And  thus  dear  fnends  farewell.  • 

•  •  / 

Wm.  PHOEBUS. 

Xfxv-Tork^  April  ^ 

1,  1806. 


fjT  At  J.  C.  Totten’s,  No.  155,  Chatham- street,  and  at 
the  Rev.  J.  Wilson’s,  in  Pearl-street,  Subscribers  may 
change  their  loose  Numbers,  for  the  Volumes,  by  paying 
the  price  of  Binding. 


INDEX 


HE  soul  of  Man, 

John  Lrnic, 

J— -  J— .  Death, 

Caturah  Dunce, 

Jonah  Hine, 

To  men  of  sixtf. 

Piety, 

Sin  a^nst  the  Holy  Ghost, 
State  of  Departed  Souls, 
Anecdote, 

Meditation  for  Experienced 
Christians, 

Motives  to  Repentance, 
Gentleman  in  Fair&x, 

Poetry, 

Joseph  Cromwell, 

Anecdote, 

Soul  of  Man, 

An  account  of  the  Jirks, 
Experience  of  Risden  Plumer, 
An  account  of  Camp  Meeting, 
A  Doctor's  dream, 

Death  of  Docas  Church, 


Page  S 

3  s  Rev.  Richanl  Ivy, 

5  J  Vain  Conversation, 

7  V  Mrs.  Dadd, 

8  ’  Increase  of  Cl;irist*s  kingdom, 
1 1  S  Mrs.  Cisco, 

14  ^  Emits  of  Sanctification, 

23  V  John  H.  Moss, 

24  ^  Religion, 

25  S  Poetry,  Psalm  xxii. 

27  ^  Rev.  David  ilraynard, 

S  Dcatli  of  K.  Cornel, 
ibid.  '  Experience  of  Rev.  W. 

30  S  Thatcher, 

3 1  ^  Great  work  of  God  in  New- 

32  S  Hampshire, 

33  ^  Rev.  Woolman  Hickson, 

36  [j  Ann  Oakly, 

37  s  A  prayer, 

42  S  C.  B.  Peticord, 


44 

46 


S  Experience  of  Alngail  Davis, 
J  *\n  address  to  R.  Williston, 


Marks  of  Acceptance  with  God,  55  S  William  Miller, 
Advice  to  young  Wives, 

Jane  Jaquish, 

Antidote  to  Apostacy, 

William  Gill, 

Morariitn  M’idow, 

Anecdote, 

Poor  Joseph, 

Awful  Death  of  a  Clergyman, 

Experienced  Christian’s  love  to 
Christ, 


Enquiring  Father, 

An*jcdoie,  ibid  ^  Portrait  Rev.  B.  Riggin 

Anecdote  of  the  death  of--  -  ibid,  s  Anecdote, 

Christ's  last  charge  concerning  ^  Ancient  Ceremonies, 
sinners,  .  .. 

Poem, 

Rev.  Mr.  Buell, 

Rev.  T.  F.  Sargent's  letter, 

Eliza  Baker's  letter. 

Miss  Brown, 

Christian  temper, 

Meditation, 

John  Williams, 

Poetry, 


tag* 
129 
134 
140 
143 
146 
148 
25S 
I5r 
158 
161* 
164 

178 

174 
177 
187 
193 
193 
195 
199 
208 
217 
219 
234 
225 
232 
234 
237 

239 

240 

241 
244 
247 
249 
257 
268 
269 

92  s  Particular  Rules  for  a  Preacher,  271 
95  ^  Translation  of  the  Bible,  275 

97  S  Profligate  Husband  Reformed,  279 
102  v[  Experience  and  Death  of  E. 

108  S  Tompkins, 

1 1 1  Ij  Gratitude, 

1 16  S  Editor's  Address  to  the  Pa- 
v,  tron's  of  the  Experienced 


49  s  Rev.  Wilson  Lee, 
5 1  J  Deborah  Cart, 


57  ^  On  Isa'iah, 

59  S  Rev.  John  Tunnel, 

63  ^  Remarkable  Deliverance, 
65  S  Self  Examination, 

72  ^  Examining  our  Heart, 

80  S  Anecdote, 

83  c  Sleeping  in  Church, 

83  >  Rev.  John  Ragan, 

S  Examination  of  our  Life, 

84  J  Ane<;dote,  , 

90  ^  A  Sermon, 


280 

282 


121 


S 

127  ^ 


123  S  Christian's  Magazine, 


283 


THE  PATRONIZERS  OF  THE  EXPERIENCED 
CHRISTIAN’S  MAGAZINE. 

C - 


w  ILLIAM  Cox 

Abraham  Russel) 
John  Oaki/) 

Rev.  John  \ViIson, 
Rev.  Thomas  Lyle) 
Dr.  Me  Intosh') 

Simon  Reynolds) 
Widow  Vancot) 
Klijuh  Woolsey, 
Nathaniel  Hunt, 
Coniclius  PoIhemuS) 
Ro\fland  Powel) 
Conrad  Jonlan, 
Francis  Gr  JitZ)  sen. 
Jabcz  Fowlef) 

Jacob  Morrel, 

Samuel  Albcrtsott) 
Edward  Stuimian, 
John  Perine, 

William  Peterson, 
Dr.  R.  Johnson, 
l*ctcr  Barker, 

Henry  Hyde, 
C'atharine  Halliday, 
Henry  Jackson, 
William  Mead, 
Matthew  Sober, 
Russel  Page, 

Isaac  Praul, 

John  Meakins, 

Lewis  Gooday, 

Joseph  Dobson, 
FruncU  Gantz,  jun. 
William  Ball, 

William  Crum, 
\Vidow  Mapes, 

James  Mulener, 
Nathan  Baylis, 

Jacob  Weaver, 

Joseph  Craft, 

Jacob  Craft, 

Simeon  Price, 
Abraha^l  Knapp, 


IN  NEW-YORK. 

Abraham  SUgg, 
William  Simpson, 
Daniel  Brooks, 

Joseph  Watts, 

Hugh  More, 

Henry  Hulshart, 
W^iliiam  Williams, 
James  Dcvaul,  < 
JohnSheerky, 

W.  Todd, 

Peter  Peterson, 

James  Shepherd, 
Walter  Butler, 

John  Harriet, 
Timothy  Corea, 
Widow  Gordon, 
Ammon  T.  GriflUn, 
Joseph  Brass, 

Rolen  Cotton, 

William  Thurston, 

W' idow  Miller, 
W’idow  Lamb, 
Frederick  iStymets, 
Hezekiah  Russel, 
Archibald  Bald, 
Hannah  Brown, 
Edmund  Brown, 

John  Hunt, 

Abraham  Sands, 

Caleb  Hacocks, 

John  M‘Farlin, 

John  Oakley, 

Wm.  Harrison, 
Richard  Varian, 
Thomas  Parsclls, 

John  Caselear, 

Mrs.  Bazley, 

James  Ackerman, 
John  M‘ Bride, 

Oliver  Rinnard, 

Peter  Austin, 

Isaac  Picrcy, 

Mrs.  Cook, 

Job  Sutun,  . 


Widow  Tawrer, 

Robert  M^Dugal, 
William  H.  Pyke, 
Henry  Fritts, 

Henry  Hiser, 
Rev.JohnC.  Kunze,D.». 
George  Lamplin, 

Jshn  Spies,  jun. 

John  Mills, 

Widow  Houseman, 
Richard  Blackburn, 
Stephen  Dando, 
William  W'eyman, 
James  Sowerbv, 

George  Thomson,  ,  • 
Joseph  Riley, 

Charles  Marsh, 

Miss  Grendlcmine, 
Widow  Alexander, 
Joseph  Smith, 

Thomas  Carpenter, 
John  I.  Post, 

John  Tieboui, 

Daniel  Ritter, 

Dr.  Nesbit,  jun. 

Sally  Morehouse,* 

Mr.  Slack, 

Daniel  Kissam, 

Moses  Dean, 

Henry  W' orrel, 

Oliver  Jacques, 

Da>id  Jacques, 

John  Me  Gee, 

Rev.  F.  Garritson, 
Richard  Jacques, 

John  Ames, 

Abraham  Russel, 

C  harle  s  G  il  more, 

Mr.  Jeffery, 

William  Devaul, 

Rev.  Robert  Bonsali, 

S.  Bonsali, 

Rev.  Jesse  Oakley, 

John  Bonsali,  jun. 
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SUBSCRTI3ERS  NAMES. 


William  flicks* 
James  DonaltUun, 
Mr.  Lawrence, 

Peter  Farkes 
Jonathan  Lyon, 
Thomas  Stugg, 
Thomas  Mackaness, 
Thomas  ilarv'C}> 
Mr.  £1U^ 

Miss  Hhinelander, 
Miss  Shafer, 

Rev.  Jacob  Kichlow, 
Jacob  V'arian, 

John  Moore, 
Cornelius  Peterson, 
Mr.  Young, 

Widow  Newman, 
Samuel  l*antcr, 

Dr.  Dawson, 

Peter  Williams, 

Mr.  M‘Dermit, 

John  W'oods, 

Mr.  Hcnr)', 

Thomas  Etscl, 
James  Collins, 
Alexander  Mitchell, 
Levi  Knight, 

M  \  Johnson, 
Wiliiiim  Lord, 

John  Wilson, 

James  Ilowey, 
Tl.omus  Miller, 

Mr.  Ftxrulen, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 
William  Harrison, 
Ebenezer  Merritt, 
Mr.  Alley, 

Mr.  Goodrich, 

John  Peshine, 

Mr.  Qiiackenbush, 
Wm.  Fosbreok, 
Philip  AiT.old, 

Dr.  Shrieves, 

Ezra  Mundy, 
Widow  Lawrence, 
Widow  Price, 

James  Hyers, 

Mr.  li elding, 

Widov.'  Knderton, 
Mr.  Chapman, 

John  Widike, 


Robert  Wallace, 
George  Walton, 
James  Tylec, 

Mr.  Uremun, 

Widow  Gardiner, 
Peter  CiraiK, 

Jacob  Covert, 

Mr.  Ostrander, 

Mr.  Bull, 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick, 

Mr.  Shore,  ' 

Lew  is  Lyon, 

James  Lyon, 

Burgen  VandewaLer, 
John  Palmer, 

Natlian  Hunt, 

Mr.  Cooper, 

Mr.  Hand, 

John  Clcsau, 

Captain  Copp, 
Captain  Geer, 

Mrs.  Simmons, 

Mr.  Collier, 

Mr.  W'cstfield, 

Mr.  Riimsted, 

John  Noltey, 

Mr.  Christian, 

Sally  Bran, 

Mr.  M‘Dermit, 

Mr.  White,. 

\Vidow  Griswold, 
Mrs.  Bethel, 

Mr.  Wandal, 

Mr.  Jacobs, 

James  Jarvis, 
Thomas  Kirk, 
Thomas  Barrow, 
Israel  Disosway, 
John  Smith, 

Joseph  White, 
Cornelius  W’amer, 
John  Rodgers, 
Knoch  Moore, 
Jonathan  Mitchell, 
Widow  W.  Resler, 
John  Whiteliand, 

W  in.  Reynolds, 
David  Marsh, 

David  Man* 

Nicholas  Hall, 

John  Ficr, 


Aliraham  Pclhemtist 
John  li.  Floor, 
Samuel  Harpt  r, 

John  B.  Smith* 

Joseph  Piggolt, 
George  Combs, 
Samuel  Muiiison, 
John  Swsn, 

Samuel  flopping, 
Stephen  Henpaincr, 
Cicorge  Otis, 

Mrs.  Daviaon, 

W'idow  Dunkley, 
Martha  Nelson, 

Mary  Buscowen, 
Nicholas  '1  Ulotson, 
Nancy  Pierson, 
Abigal  Barlns* 

AVidow  Sliaffcr, 
Elijah  Johnson, 

Jolm  Andarics, 
AVidow  W'eyinan, 
James  Palmer, 
Ro!)e;t  W^ade, 
Matthias  Jordon, 

Rev.  Michael  Coaij 
George  Thomson, 
Robei’t  Mathison, 
Oliver  Hubbart, 
Sedgwick  Hubart, 
Zopher  Nicholas, 
Stephen  Jarvia, 
Daniel  Jarvis, 

Henr}’  Brevoort, 
Lemuel  Jarvis, 

Gibert  Coutant, 

Smith  Ovult, 

*  • 

John  Fork, 

Frederick  Vogal, 
Matthew  Vogal, 
Aaron  Place, 

Isaac  Jarvis, 

John  B.  Holmes, 
Phoebe  Dominick, 
Job  Furman. 
Abraham  Gordon, 
Thomas  Mills, 

Peter  WMllLins, 
Jonatlu'.n  Lyons* 
Samuel  Disboroughf 
Htiiiy  G.  Dishovough 


SUBSCRIBKRS  NAMES. 


Paul  VidalK 
Willbni  Cargill, 
Hcv.  Jolin  Uarclell, 
Kiciiartl  King, 
John  II.  Oakley, 
William  Brislean, 
Adam  PciUz, 

John  Young, 
Moses  JIunt, 

Mr.  Van  Eykc, 
Widow  Johnson, 
Robert  Ashley, 
Marke  Moore, 
John  Edwards, 
Widow  Dunlap, 
Miss  Dunlap, 

Mr.  Corrithers, 
Widow  Provost, 


Mr.  Underwood, 

Mr.  1).  Fowler, 

Mr.  (ir.iliam, 

Mr.  Bill, 

}Ienry  Badeau, 
William  Pinckney, 
Peter  Badeau, 
\V\lliam  Palmer, 
Mrs.  Mcrservic, 

Mrs.  D.  Supper, 

State  of  Aefv-York, 
Rev.  Elijali  Woolsey, 
Rev.  Win.  Thatcher, 
Hen  17  Stiles, 

Daniel  Sutton, 

Isaac  Andrews, 

Wm.  Cooper, 

Mr.  Bird, 


Joseph  Harper, 

Daniel  North, 

Mr.  King, 

I’hoinas  C<x>f>er, 
Nathaniel  Jlunt, 

John  Merrit, 

Rev.  Samuel  Mervin, 
Mr.  Marvin, 

Francis  Jacobs. 

Samuel  B.  Harper,  • 
Rev.  Elijah  Chichester, 
Rev.  John  Clark, 

Rev.  Francis  Wai-d. 
Rev.  Aaron  Hunt, 

Rev.  Nathan  Fclch, 
Rev.  Jeseph  Sawyer^ 
Rev.  Isaac  Candey, 
Rev.  Laban  Clark, 


IN  BROOKLYN,  LONG-ISLAND. 


ItHEAL  Smead, 

(icoi*gc  Smith, 
James  Harper, 
James  Herbert, 


John  (xarnson,  Esq. 
John  Brower, 

Josiah  Brown, 
Robert  Hodge, 

Mrs.  Sands, 


Isaac  Mosef, 
John  ComelisoO, 
James  Degraw, 
John  SneU. 


HEMPSTEAD  HARBOUR. 


Oy  OE  Seal  ing, 
John  Searing,  jun. 
Jacob  Scaring, 
John  Davis, 


Daniel  Seaman, 

Jacob  V’’identine, 
Latting  Carpenter, 
Daniel  BrinckcrhoIF, 
Wilson  Williams, 

HUNTINGTON. 


John  Richec, 
William  Craft, 
Peter  Henderson, 
Anthony  Wilkey, 
Rev.  David  Buck. 


Elias  Bailys, 
Silas  Earl, 
John  Carman. 
Mr.  Jarvis, 
Mr.  Peterson, 


Dr.  J.  Howard, 
Isaac  Austin, 
Thomas  Hallock, 
Thomas  Arthur, 
John  Smith, 

Caleb  Smith,  Esq: 
George  Wheeler, 
Joel  Roj^ers. 


R 


E  V.  W.  Scbenck, 
Zebulon  Brush, 
Christopher  Ming, 
Benedict  Gregory, 


Thomas  Hoyt, 
Joshua  Gardner, 

I'.zra  Conkling, 

Jarvis  Wootl, 

John  H.  Smith, 

SMITH  TOWN. 


R 


Dr.  T.  Blcndbury, 
EV.  Luther  Glcson, Elias  Mulford, 


Nathaniel  Bunco, 
Richard  Wheeler, 
Jacob  Whcelei, 
Phinchas  Mapes, 

B.  B.  Blendbury, 
.Capt.  W.  Blendbury, 


John  Gardner, 
Samuel  Brush,  jun. 
Nchcmiah  Brush, 
Fi'cderick  Wheeler, 
Vanakly  Robins, 
Epinctus  Smithy 
N  n 
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>  8rB«  lUBERS  NAMES. 


WHITE-PLAINS,  See. 

MCilbcrt  Miller,  Jonatiian  Horton^ 

OSES  Fowler.  Nicholas  Fi»her,  jun.  Richard  Hums. 
Abraham  Miller,  James  Fish,  Jacob  C'yplicr, 

Robert  Miller,  Azariah  Horton,  Liq.  James  Sniffen, 

Joseph  Hatfield,  Widow  ^liller,  Nicholas  Fisher, 

Abraham  Davis,  Peter  Bonett,  Esq.  Jonatl.an  Sherwood, 

I'dwartI  Thomas,  Esq.  Remson  Buitice,  Moses  Sherwood, 

.^ohn  Falkeneir,  Stephen  Stillwell,  Capt.  M.  Hunt. 

Elijah  Craw  ford,  Esq.  Caleb  Kit  by, 

John  kline,  Jacob  Craft, 

CROTON  CIRCUIT. 

R  Uriah  Mead,  Jacob  Badeaii, 

EV.  Billy  Hibbert,  Elijah  Morehouse,  Stephen  Walters,  , 

P.  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.  Alexander  Kidd,  Esq.  James  Ferraan,  y 
Nathan  Anderson,  Martha  Jennings,  Wm.  Horton,  ^ 
Jonathan  D.  Lodcf,  Robert  Laurence,  David  Read, 

Nehemiah  Purdy,  Wm.  Pearce,  Esq.  Catharine  Fox, 

William  Horton,  James  Newman,  Solomon  Fowler, 

Robert  Graham,  Jonathan  A.  Howland,  Timothy  Roads, 

Stephen  Gregory,  Budd  F.  Sloot,  Catharine  Start, 

Thomas  Bailey,  Benjambi  Townsend^  John  Spock, 

Samuel  Wilson,  Win.  Christian,  Isaac  Simkins, 

Dr.  Elias  Comcalius,  John  Lickcly,  Esq.  Daniel  Dickson, 

John  Rundic,  Lemuel  Baker,  Henry  Pratt. 

POUGHKEEPSIE. 

DThomos  Ingraham,  Uriah  Iscrgoson, 

AVID  Pow'crs,  Thomas  Hall,  Oliver  Ladu. 

Charles  II.  Duncan,  Wm.  Tillow, 

MONMOUTH,  NEW-JEUSEY. 

Wm.  Cunningham.  Gaven  Drummond, 

Abraliam  Lane,  William  I..cwis, 

Garret  llulsail,  DanicJ  Ewens, 

Av'm.  Bills,  Cornelius  Thomson, 

Cornelius  Patterson,  Rev.  Matthias  Bcrkaloo, 

Abigail  Briton,  John  Emons. 

Peter  Tyson, 

*  \ 

TRENTON — William  Rertson,  14  copies. 
BURLINGTON. 

S  James  Sterling,  Es(j.  Isaac  Budd, 

AMUEL  Stegdon,  William  Budd,  Esq.  Jonathan  Budd. 


M.  Cooper, 
Rev.  Zanas  Conge, 
John  Richmond, 
Thomas  Cotteral, 
Tucker  Taber, 
Solomon  Ketchum, 


SUBSCRIBERS  NAMES. 


DEARFIELD.— Rev.  Mr.  Davenport,  for  Ids 

BEDFORD  AND  POUNDRIDGE. 


Samuel  Lyon, 

Enoch  Clayson, 
Reuben  Clayson, 
Peras  Reynolds, 


Hachaliah  Miller, 
Ephraim  Raymond, 
Richard  Knapp, 
Timothy  Reynolds, 
Jared  S^er, 


congregation,  13  copies. 


James  Fountain, 
Benjamin  Miller, 
James  Elmore, 
Jesse  Brush. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


J  OHN  Gibson, 

Rev.  Joseph  Pilmore, 
Thomas  Riley, 
Joseph  L.  Englis, 
Rev.  L.  McCombs, 
Mr.  Jacobs, 


Henry  Manley, 
Widow  Bartowj 
Dr.  Ward, 

Dr.  Budd, 
Roland  Ellis, 
Jacob  Baker, 
Mr.  Steward, 


Thomas  Bennice, 
James  Hughes, 
Jacob  White, 

Mr.  Seglen, 

Rev.  Richard  Allen. 


READING  CIRCUIT. 


David  Racier, 


w  M.  Nelson, 

Rev.  John  Hagcrty, 
Rev.  T.  F. Sergeant, 
David  Wallace, 

John  Jones, 

Richard  Wallace, 
Rev,  John  M^Clasky, 
Thomas  McKinney, 


James  Bauton, 
Benjamin  Lockwood, 

BALTIMORE. 

Dr.  W.Ringold, 

Mr.  Murray, 

Aimer  Neal, 

William  Baker, 

Jesse  Hollingsworth, 
Rev.  Adam  Taxnard, 
Job  Smith,  Esq. 

Mr.  Shafar, 

Mr.  Hall, 


Absolam  Day. 


Mr.  Little, 

John  Little, 

Mr.  Sewell,  ' 
William  Bumister, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Emanuel  Kent, 

Dr.  Wilkins, 

Mr.  Wilkins. 

Rev.  S.  liutchingson; 


I 


